
1 
 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR LEARNING DEVELOPMENT 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS FOR STUDENTS WITH LEARNING NEEDS 

2009 Level II Course Syllabus  
 
 I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This is a lecture and practicum course designed to give experienced educational therapists continued 
training in accordance with the NILD intervention model.  Five broad topics are addressed in the Level II 
course: 

 
  A. Questioning and Thinking Skills - The integration of principles of effective questioning 

techniques to promote higher order thinking skills for students in NILD Educational Therapy®  
  B. Technique Instruction and Refinement - Practicum experience utilizing techniques taught at 

Level I and instruction in Level II techniques for stimulation of deficit areas  
  C. Program Development - Guidelines for establishment of administrative policies and procedures, 

suggestions for teacher and parent in-service, and considerations for program expansion and 
accreditation  

  D. Assessment - In-depth instruction in interpretation of initial assessment as well as reporting of 
annual testing  

  E. Student Evaluation - Focus on a particular student presently under therapist's instruction with 
emphasis upon assessment, individualization of instruction, and appropriateness of program 

 
 II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 

  A. General:  Successful completion of this course should equip the educational therapist to more 
effectively implement NILD techniques and to have a wider vision for the overall program at 
his/her school or private practice.  

  B. Specific:  Upon completion of this course, the therapist should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate the ability to stimulate and question students in order to develop effective 

thinking skills 
2. Demonstrate a beginning understanding of effective mediated learning 
3. Interpret test results with emphasis upon prescribing an appropriate individualized program 
4. Demonstrate proficiency in Level I techniques and a working knowledge of Level II techniques 
5. Develop skills of pacing, transitions and bridging 
6. Continue to improve understanding of LD characteristics 
7. Discuss implications of reading, math and spelling deficits 
8. Demonstrate an understanding of the social deficits of students with LD 
9. Demonstrate beginning development as a consumer of research 

 
III.COURSE RESOURCES 

  A. To be obtained by participant: 
1. Speech to Print 
2. Endangered Minds 
3. Janet Lerner’s Learning Disabilities and Related Mild Disabilities 
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4. Sounds of Speech and Sounds of Reading 
5. Mediating Math 
6.  NILD Level I Manual (1999 Ed.) 

 
   
  B. Supplementary material (provided by NILD at the course):  

1. NILD Level II Manual (2000 Edition) 6.  Analogies I 
2. Tangrams 7. Moveable Alphabet Tiles 
3. Design Tiles 8. Bonus Points 
4. Exercises and Problems in Arithmetic 9. Memory Cards 

   5. Blue Book Dictation Exercises 10. Bloom's Taxonomy Flipchart 
 
  
IV.  COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

  A. Prerequisites:  A bachelor’s degree in education or a related field. Successful completion of  
    NILD Level I. Minimum educational therapy student contact of 1 year/100 hours.   

  B. Pre-Course Preparation:  Prior to attending the course: 1) participate in required NILD Regional 
Conference pre-course sessions and submit attendance certificates with course application, 2) 
read texts as assigned, 3) complete written assignment for Speech to Print, and 4) videotape a 
therapy student in a full-length session and submit a Self-Critique of the session no less than 
two weeks prior to the course’s start.  (See Course Information for details.)   

 
 V. COURSE WORKLOAD   

The time required for the various assignments has been estimated as follows: 

   Reading Learning Disabilities Assignments    5 hours 
   Reading Speech to Print/Completing Response Paper   4 hours 
   Reading Endangered Minds    8 hours 
   Reviewing Level I Manual    5 hours 
   Reading Level II Manual  10 hours 
   Preparation of Video and Self-Critique  10 hours 
   Daily Assignments  35 hours 
   Final Assignment    4 hours 
  
 VI. COURSE SCHEDULE 

  Week One Read: Level II Manual (Theory, Testing, Techniques) 
     Review: Level I Manual (Techniques) 
     Submit: Daily assignments/Testing assignment 
     Present: Level I techniques:  Hands on demonstration 
 
  
  Week Two Read: Level II Manual (Theory, Testing, Techniques, Appendix) 
     Review: Level I Manual (Techniques) 
     Submit: Daily assignments/Final assignment 
     Present: Level II techniques:  Hands-on demonstration 
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VII.COURSE EVALUATION 

Pre-Course Assignments:  Technique Mastery: 
• Video Self-Critique 5%  • Level I 20%
• Speech to Print Response 5%  • Level II 20%

Blue Book Competency 10%  Testing Assignment 10%
Class Participation 10%  Final Assignment 20%

    
VIII.SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Bakker, D. J.  (1989). Boosting the (dyslexic) brain.  In D. Bakker and H. Van der Vlugt (Eds.) Learning 

disabilities:  Neuropsychological correlates and treatment.  (pp. 173-179).  Netherlands:  Swets and 
Zeitlinger. 

Barkley, R. A. (1998).  Attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder:  A handbook for diagnosis and treatment.  New 
York:  Guilford Press. 

Berk, L. & Winsler, A.  (1995).  Scaffolding children’s learning:  Vygotsky and early childhood education.  
Washington, DC:  NAEYC. 

Chall, J. S., (2000). The academic achievement challenge. New York: The Guilford Press. 
Cognitive Research Program.  (1996).  Mediated learning in and out of the classroom.  Arlington Heights, IL:  

IRI/SkyLight Training and Publishing, Inc. 
Feuerstein, R.  (1980). Instrumental enrichment:  An intervention program for cognitive modifiability.  

Baltimore, MD:  University Park Press. 
Feuerstein, R., Hoffman, M., Egozi, M. & Shachar-Seger, N. B.  (1994). Intervention programs for low 

performers:  Goals, means and expected outcomes.  In M. Ben-Hur (Ed.)  On Feuerstein’s instrumental 
enrichment:  A collection.  Palatine, IL:  Skylight Publishers. 

Foorman, B.R., Francis, D. J., Fletcher, J. M., Schatschneider, C., and Mehta, P., (1998). The role of instruction 
in learning to read: Preventing reading failure in at-risk children.  Journal of Educational Psychology, 90(1), 
37-55.   

Foorman, B. R. & Torgesen, J. (2001).  Critical elements of classroom and small-group instruction promote 
reading success in all children. Learning Disabilities Research and Practice, 16(4), 203-212.   

Gerber, A. (1993).  Language-related learning disabilities:  Their nature and treatment.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul 
H. Brooks Publishing Co. 

Gillingham, A. & Stillman, B. W.  (1997). The Gillingham Manual:  Remedial training for students with 
specific disability in reading, spelling and penmanship.  Cambridge, MA:  Educators Publishing Service. 

Healy, J.  (1990).  Endangered minds:  Why our children don’t think.  New York:  Simon and Schuster. 
Jensen, E.  (1998). Teaching with the brain in mind.  Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision and 

Curriculum Development  
Kavale, K. & Forness, S. (1995).  The nature of learning disabilities: Critical elements of diagnosis and 

classification.  Mahwah, NJ:  Erlbaum Publishers. 
Keough, B. K.  (1990). Definitional assumptions and research issues.  In H. L. Swanson and B. K. Keough 

(Eds.) Learning disabilities:  Theoretical and research issues.  (pp. 13-19).  NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates. 

Kozulin, A.  (1990). Vygotsky’s psychology:  A biography of ideas.  Cambridge, MA:  Harvard University 
Press. 

Lavoie, R.  (2005). It’s so much work to be your friend.  New York:  Touchstone 
Lerner, J. (2000).  Learning disabilities:  Theories, diagnosis, and teaching strategies.  Boston, MA:  Houghton 

Mifflin Company. 



4 
 

Lovett, M. W., Borden, S. L., DeLuca, T., Lacerenza, L., Benson, N. J., & Brackstone, D.  (1994). Treating the 
core deficits of developmental dyslexia:  Evidence of transfer of learning after phonologically - and 
strategy-based reading training programs.  Developmental Psychology, 30(6), 805-822. 

Moats, Louisa (2000).  Speech to print. Baltimore:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. 
Moll, L. C.  (Ed.)  (1992). Vygotsky and education:  Instructional implications and applications of 

sociohistorical psychology.  New York:  Cambridge University Press. 
Mutzabaugh, G. J.  (2000). A work of his grace:  The development of the National Institute for Learning 

Disabilities.  Norfolk, VA:  NILD 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. (2000). Teaching children to read: An evidenced-

based assessment of the scientific literature on reading and its implications for reading instruction.  
Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.   

Orton, S. T.  (1989). Reading, writing and speech problems in children and selected papers.  Austin, TX:  Pro-
Ed  (Reprint of 1937). 
Piaget, J.  (1959). The language and thought of the child.  New York:  The Humanities Press. 
Presseisen, B. & Kozulin, A.  (1994). Mediated learning:  The contributions of Vygotsky and Feuerstein in 

theory and practice.  In M. Ben-Hur (Ed.) On Feuerstein’s instrumental enrichment:  A collection.  
(pp. 51-81).  Palatine, IL:  Skylight Publishing. 

Restak, R. M.  (1994). The modular brain.  New York:  Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
Sattler, J. M. (1992).  Assessment of children.  San Diego, CA.:  Publisher, Inc. 
Shapiro, B. K., Accardo, P. J. & Capute, A. J. (1998).  Specific reading disability:  A view of the spectrum.  

Timonium, MD:  York Press, Inc. 
Shaywitz, S. (2003).  Overcoming dyslexia:  A new and complete science-based program for reading problems 

at any level.    New York:  Alfred A. Knopf 
Silver, A. A. & Hagin, R. A. (2001).  Disorders of learning in childhood.  (Revised ed.) Canada:  Wiley-

Interscience publication. 
Snow, C. E., Burns, M. S., & Griffin, P. (Eds.). (1998). Preventing reading difficulties in young children. 

Washington D. C.: National Academy Press. 
Sousa, D. (2006).  How the brain learns.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press 
Stevens, S. H.  (1997). Classroom success for the LD and ADHD child.  Winston-Salem, NC:  John F. Blair. 
Swanson, H. L. (1999). Reading research for students with LD: A meta-analysis of intervention outcomes.  

Journal of Learning Disabilities, 32(6), 504-532.  
Torgesen, J.K. (2001).  Intensive remedial instruction for children with severe reading disabilities: Immediate 

and long-term outcomes from two instructional approaches.  Journal of Learning Disabilities, 34(1), 33-59.   
Vygotsky, L. S.  (1975). Thought and language.  (12th Ed.)  Cambridge, MA:  MIT Press. 
Vygotsky, L. S.  (1978). Mind in society:  The development of higher psychological processes.  Cambridge, 

MA:  Harvard University Press. 
Wolfe, P.  (2001). Brain matters: Translating research into classroom practice.  Alexandria, VA:  Association 

for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 
Wolfe, P. & Nevills, P. (2004). Building the reading brain. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press. 


